
 

 

 

 

MINUTES OF THE CITIZEN OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

MEETING HELD ON APRIL 26, 2018 

 

A Citizen Outreach Committee meeting was held on Thursday, April 26, 2018 at 7:00PM, in the City 

Council office, Room 204.  

  

Committee Members: Committee Chairperson Barrett, Councillors Sullivan, LePage and Jordan. 

Councillors Bevilacqua and Macek also attended. 

 

 Attendees: Joe Hart, Maggie Cleary, Robert Driscoll, Angela Cleveland and Gary Ortiz 
 

The following items were discussed: 

 

1. Doc. 10-X/2017 - Communication from Councillor Bevilacqua requesting to discuss  

ways to address senior citizen needs in Haverhill 

The discussion focused on the current and future needs in housing for the Senior citizens.  The 

goal is to have adequate, affordable and diverse housing options for seniors in Haverhill both 

now and in the future.  Joe Hart and Maggie Cleary explained that the current wait list for single 

units with the Haverhill Housing Authority (HHA) is 2 years. The wait list for families is 

considered closed due to the fact the wait list is over 5 years.  HHA charges tenants 30 percent 

their monthly net income. The current trend at the HHA is that tenants are younger (early to mid 

60's ) than had been the case previously. This means that those tenants could potentially be 

occupying their units for over 25 years. While the HHA has plans to build in the future in the 

Kennedy Circle area, that will be at least 5 years away. While they are hoping other opportunities 

will occur in developing other properties they will have to be basically self-funded as no state or 

federal monies are available.  The Authority would fund development with loans or issue Tax 

Credits to investors. In lieu of constructing their own residence, the HHA places tenants in other 

units by issuing vouchers and housing choice monies.  

 

Angela Cleveland from Merrimack Valley Planning Commission added her insight gathered in 

the MVPC’s extensive study on housing in the Merrimack Valley. Due to demographics, the 

need for senior housing will grow in the next 15 to 20 years. The current 12% over 60 will be 

25% by 2030.  In the face of that increase there are ways to fill the need for elderly housing 

through other avenues. Nesterly is an app similar to Air BnB but for permanent residence in a 

homes where space is available. HART subsidies for rehabilitating housing are another avenue to 

explore for rehabbing current housing stock. She also suggested that Haverhill apply for a Tufts 

Planning Grant that would designate the city as a Age Friendly Community. This grant would 

help the city in planning for housing, mobility and health for its elder community. 

A motion was made by Councilor LePage to send a letter to the Mayor recommending that 

Andrew Herlihy (CDBG) and the city work with HHA to expand the availability of Senior 

Housing. This motion passed 4-0. 

 

2. Doc. 36-F/2017 – Public Participation -  Gary Ortiz – suggestion that city review 

purchase of cameras by homeowners in acre area & offering incentive for State  Police and 

Haverhill Police, first homebuyers program 

Gary Ortiz spoke of the need for more cameras and security systems in the acre and other areas 

that are struggling with crime. He mentioned that trouble is still in the area as witnessed by the 

shootings on April 24th. He also said that as the city’s population is growing rapidly and the 

need will continue to grow. He noted that Washington DC has a program that gives residents 

money toward the purchase of security systems and cameras. These cameras blanket a street and 



decrease any criminal activity. Mr. Ortiz also discussed using CDBG monies to a create program 

to encourage Police, Fire or other city workers to live in acre area. The monies would be for 

rehabbing and living in a home in a struggling area of the city. 

A motion was made by Councillor LePage to send a letter to the Mayor asking if CDBG monies 

could be made available for funding of security systems and cameras. Also, to request that 

Andrew Herlihy explore possible tax credits for rehabilitation of homes in struggling areas with 

focus on relocating first responders to these areas. The motion passed 4-0. 

 
Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

 

Melinda E. Barrett, Chairperson       May 9, 2018 

Citizen Outreach Committee 

Haverhill City Council 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


